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A FRIENDLY ADDRESS 
TO THE MASSACHUSETTS M. SOCIETY. 


Beloved Brethren and Friends, 


HEN you recolle& the numerous embarraffments and 

difcouragements, which attended the inftitution of the 
Society, the unexpected fuccefs, with which our infant exertions 
have been crowned, and alfo attend to the danger of negled&ing 
our ineftimable objet, and our indifpenfable obligations to fup- 
port it, by the Magazine, and all other expedients, you will ex- 
cufe the freedom of the following remarks. There is a call for 
our united exertions in all refpedés, becaufe we live in times of 
imminent temptation and danger. 

- The rapid increafe of the number of our members, whofe an- 
nual tax relieves the treafury ; the pleafing reports of our Mif- 
fionaries, who explore the Eaftern and Weftern Diftricts, and 
the ardent attention paid to the miflionary intereft, at our ftated 
meetings, in connexion with the increafing habit of our congre- 
gations and friends to furnifh pecuniary means, by liberal con- 
tributions, are animating tokens of the {miles of Heaven, and 
grounds of encouragement to proceed in our laudable exertions. 

But how fhall we progrefs with influence and honour, except 
we all, in our refpective fpheres of action, pay proper and {fa- 
cred attention to the beft intereft of the Society? How fhall we 
maintain our reputation and extend our ufefulnefs, except like 
good foldiers we faithfully and valiantly guard and proteé& our 
ftandard ? 
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ftandard? As both officers and foldiers, who have pledged 
their honour to defend their country, will follow their ftand- 
ard, and even hazard their interefts and lives to preferve it 
from the hand of the enemy; fo, my friends, we muft defend 
the ftandard of the enemas. sae b I mean the Magazine. 
This is our Flag. ‘This is the Enfign of our difinterefted band. 
For after ud friendly deliberation and difcuflion, exclufively 
of private emolument, we raifed it, and by folemn profeffion 
confecrated it to the advantage of diftant fouls, who are com- 
paratively deftitute of gofpel vifion. The Magazine was pub- 
lifhed on charitable principles for the fake of ‘thoufands, who 
feldom fee the Bible, or hear the voice of Chrift’s minifters. 
And have we not repeatedly pledged our beft efforts, as Chrif- 
tians and Chriltian minifters, to. fupport it? Though there 
are many worldly inducements to negleét the obje@, yet fince 
there has been a readinefs to will, let there be alfo an anfwera- 
ble performance. Since we have engaged to publifh a Maga- 
zine, which kas proved ufeful to our readers and the Miffiona- 
ry Fund; and fince we have recently refolved to continue it ; 
let us with increafing energy make good our promife. Let us 
not wait for each other to write, or in vain expect diffant com- 
munications to fupply the prefs; but, let us all ufe our pens, 
and furnifh pieces according to our refpective abilities. For 
how can we poflibly attach celebrity to the publication, except 
the Editorial Committee have opportunity to fele& the beft 
from numerous ‘performances? Surely you do not expect the 
Publifhine Committee will approbate many of their own 
pieces; for the monthly examination, felection and arrange- 
ment for the prefs require a confiderwble fhare of attention and 
Jabour. Variety in a publication of this nature is neceflary to 
fatisfy the demands of the numerous claffes of readers: hence a 
variety of pens mult be employed. We:.will not affert that 
writing for the Magazine ought to be our /upreme objet ; but it 
mutt fie one of our ultimate objects, if we fucceed. United in 
our exertions to fupport the Magazine, we ftand ; but difunit- 
ed, we fall. All have advantages to promote the intereft of 
the publication. ‘Thofe who are not qualified to write are pro- 
bably the beft qualified to diftribute the work; and if we all 
put our hand to the interefting bufinefs, it will be effected. 
The Magazine will have an extenfive currency, and be marked 
with celebrity and defirable fuccefs. By fuitable attention, 
double and treble the number we have publifhed might eafily 
be diftributed. Why will you not then quit the eafy chair, ex- 
ert yourfelves, and give us liberty to publith 5000 copies, and 
furnifh the Treafury with 250 dollars every month, or with 
3000 every year? For this, and more than this, can be effected 
by fuitable attention. Secing we have a price put into our 
hands, 
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hands, why fhall we not improve it ? Does not benevolence de- 
fire the fphere of ufefulnefs to be extenfive? The harvett is 
great, but the labourers are few; and to increafe the number 
of Miffionaries, we mult increafe the means of fupport. ‘ Who 
goeth a warfare at his own charges? Who feedeth a flock, 
and eateth not of the milk of the flock ? Even fo hath the Lord 
ordained, that they which preach the gofpel fhall live of the 
gofpel. Remembering that our children may have their lot 
in a barren, diftant land, and may foon need the help which 
others now require; let us, who have the gofpel and the means 
to fupport it, lofe no opportunity to fupport needful miflions. 
*‘ It is more bleffed to give than to receive.” 

But, while we contemplate the poflibility, the probability, 
and even the certainty of fuccefs, provided we properly fupport 
the Magazine with united exertions, let us turn the tables, if 
not too late, and attend to the fad confequences infeparable 
from negleéing it. Mult we be compelled, by the inattention 
of the Society, foon to difeontinue the publication? Shall we 
difappoint the eager expectations of thoufands of children and 
young perfons, who are every month waiting to read the Mag- 
azine? Shall we deprive them of the information which the 
little new book is calculated to afford? Shall we alfo difap- 
point the expectations of the devout clafs of fouls, who prize 
miffionary information and Chriftian narratives? Shall we give 
the watchful enemies of truth occafion to fneer and fay, “ Ah! 
they bave not influence to fupport a Magazine?’ Shall we 
compel thofe who hate us to defpife us; and thofe who do not 
love us to make themfelves merry with our inftability and weak- 
nefs? Alas! fhall we fully and proftrate our ftandard, and tell 
the pitilefs world to behold our difgrace? Shall we, for the 
fake of any private confiderations whatever, tarnifh our repu- 
tation? Can we defert the caufe we fo lately efpoufed? Can 
we be willing to fee the Magazine languifli and die in confe- 
quence of parental negleé&t ? God forbid !—We cannot, we will 
not fuffer it. We hope better things of each other, and things 
which accompany Chriftian energy and confequent fruit. 

Let us then remember our repeated refolutions, and faith. 
fully nourifh the promifing child of our bofom. Let us, in 
the ufe of all neceffary means, prayerfully commit it to the 
Lord, for the benefit of fouls ready to perifh. We have more 
reafon to encourage the préfervation of its life, than we had to 
fear its birth. We have fupported it in its infancy, and we are 
able to protect and conduét it to a ftate of maturity. We do 
not lack talents, fo much as refolution, confidence and exertion, 

On the whole, if we are negligent and inattentive, the Mag- 
azine muft defpair and die ; but if we faithfully exert our abil- 
jties, it will yet hope and live, and realize ample fuccefs by ex- 
tenfive 
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tenfive utility. Like a young tree, planted in a good foil, it 
will rapidly grow, and extend many great and {fpreading 
branches, which will furnifh the moft excellent fruit. 


AMICUS, 
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MEETING OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


AY 28, 1805, the Massacnusetts Misstonary Socit- 

ty held its Annual Meeting in Bofon. A large pro- 

portion of its Members were prefent on the agreeable occafion, 

The interefting bufinefs was introduced by prayer by the Prefi- 

dent. The Rev. Jotham Sewall, one of the Society’s Miffiona- 

ries, employed in the Diftrié of Maine, exhibited the following 
fummary of his labours in that region ; 

“From July 5, 1804, to May 24, 1805, I have fpent 36 
weeks in the fervice of the Society, in the Diftri& of Maine: 
In this time I travelled 2334 miles, preached 295 times, vifited 
146 families, befides the places where I lodged; baptized 4 
adults and 57 children; adminiftered the facrament of the 
Lord’s Supper 15 times ; admitted 17 members to church fel- 
Jowfhip; vifited 5 fchools, and a number of fick perfons ; 
heard 6 fermons, attended 8 funerals, 9 church meetings, 12 
conferences, 8 prayer meetings, and 3 affociations. Collected 
2 {mall churches ; opened one town-meeting with prayer ; ad- 
drefled and prayed with one company of militia, and obferved 
3 days of private fafting and prayer. Received for the ufe of 
the Society, from Vaffalborough, 10 dollars, 18 cents, Canaan 
gee 49 ets. Norridgwalk, 4 dols. Bath, 7 dols. Rey. Danie} 

erril 2 dols. $32.67. 

“‘ Although I have not fpent fo much time this year as /af in 
the employment of the Society, nor preached fo often in pro- 
portion; nor met with fo much fuccefs; yet I have gone 
through more difficulties. In fome places, where I have reafon 
to think my labours the year before had been the means of call- 
ing up the attention of the people, 1 have found the Baptilts 
and Methodifts have divided the fpoil and fermented divifions, 
In fome of the little churches, that I have helped to gather 
heretofore, difficulties have arofe that call for difcipline. Some 
things of this nature have been attended to, and have happily 
iffued. Some places where theré™has been fome profpec in 





times paft for the fettlement of the gofpel, oppofition has in- 
creafed to that degree, that the triends of truth are difcourag- 
ed. Thefe things, together with the widene/s of the field, my 
inability, both natural and moral, while the calls are fo many 


for help ; the unfavourable effects that have followed the =. 
elling 
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elling of fome other miffionaries ; the cares of an abfent family ; 
the perifhing condition of fo many precious fouls ; the withhold- 
ing of divine influences, has, at times, fo far funk and difcourag- 
ed me, that I have been almoft ready to give up the important 
work, and w & more in the name of the Lord! But again 
the thought tilt God reigns and is able to do every thing, and 
that the caufe is his, and he is a God hearing prayer, gives me 
fome encouragement. Notwithftanding the many difcouraging 
circumftances, there has been fome fuccefs attending the lait 
year’s miffion ; the profpect is encouraging in fome places and in 
fome refpects. At any rate, the deftitute places in the Diftrict 
of Maine, are in a very needy fituation, and call for help. 
That the Lord would dire&t the Miflionary Society to the 
choice of fuch men, as may be better qualified, than any that 
have been hitherto fent into thofe needy parts, and abundantly 
pour out his Spirit and blefs fuch exertions, is the ardent prayer 
ef the Society’s unworthy fervant, 





JOTHAM SEWALL.” 


Melffrs. Smith, Riddel, Powers and Waldo, Miflionaries in 
the fervice of the Society, gave fatisfactory accounts of their 
labours, in the departments afligned them. 

A variety of important matters being difcuffed, and arrang- 
ed, the Society proceeded to the choice of the following officers 
for the enfuing year. 


The Rev. NATHANAEL EMMONS, D. D. of Franklin, 
PRESIDENT. 

The Rev. SAMUEL AUSTIN, of Worcefeer, Secretary. 

Deacon JOHN SIMPKINS, of Boffon, Treasuren. 


THe President, ex-officio. 

The Rev. Mefirs. DAVID SANFORD, Medway, ' 
DANIEL HOPKINS, Salem, 
SAMUEL NILES, Abington, 
SAMUEL SPRING, Newburyport, 
SAMUEL AUSTIN, Worcefer, ‘ 
JONATHAN STRONG, Randolph, 
SAMUEL WORCESTER, Salem, 
ELIJAH PARISH, Byfeld, — 
JACOB NORTON, Weymouth, 
JOSEPH BARKER, Middleborough, | 


"SUTLSAUT, 





In the evening divine fervice was attended at the Old-South 
meeting-houfe. The Rev. Paul Litchfield, of Carlifle, preach- 
ed a fermon appropriate to the folemn occafion, from Haggai 
i. 8. Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the houje ; 
and 
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and I will take pleafure init; and I will be glorified, faith the Lord ; | 
and a collection was made to promote the benevolent defign of 
the Society. The Rev. Fofeph Barker, of Middleborough, is 
appointed the firft, and the Rev. L/jah Parifb, the fecond 
preacher for the next anniverfary. 

We have the fatisfaction of informing our d@inexions, that 
the Society increafes in numbers, its funds, by liberal donations, 
and in its profpects of diffufing the precious truths of the Re- 
DEEMER’S ReEL1Gi0ON among our brethren, who are not favour- 
ed by the great Heap of the church, with thofe religious privi- 
leges which we enjoy. 





N. B. The miflionaries appointed for the prefent year, are 
Mefirs. Sewall and Ridde/ for the Diftric&t of Maine ; Smith and 
Cram for the welt ; Sanford, Niles, Auftin, Strong and Dickinfon, 
for Rhode I[fland, in confequence of a requeft from fome of the 
inhabitants of that State. 

The Rev. Mr. Cram, it is expected, will devote moft of his 
miffionary labours to the Indian tribes on our weltern frontiers, 


The Society, agreeably impreffed with gratitude to Societies, and in- 
dividuals, for their feveral donations, appointed the fubfcribers to re- 
turn their thanks to the benevolent donors for thofe generous mani- 
feftations of their approbation of our Miffionary Inflitution, and cordial 
wifbes for its profperity. 

DANIEL HOPKINS, 
SAMUEL. WORCESTER, 
JOHN PUNCHARD. 


-~—--eeggggD -'- Gia —- 


REPORT 


Of the Boarp of Trustees of the Massacnuserrs Missionani 
Society, communicated at their Sixth Annual Meeting. 


Boston, May 28th 1805. 


“JY HE Board of Truftees of the Maffachufetts Miffionary So- 
ciety, in fulfilment of the defign of their appointment, have 

taken into review the affairs of the Society committed to their 
management, which they have endeavoured to conduét to the beft 
of their difcretion. At the commencement of their official duty, 
the Rev. Jotham Sewall was appointed a miflionary to the Diftrict 


of Maine, for the whole of the current year. Mr. Sewall accepted 
this 
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this appointment and immediately entered upon the fervices 
affigned him. His journal is received ; and it appears, that he 
has been diligent and indefatigable in his miflionary labours. 
Though not highly fuceefsful, he has not laboured in vain. 
His preaching has been hopefully attended with a blefiing on 
the minds of fome. 

They appointed alfo the Rev. Jonathan Powers to a miffion 
in the fame field of miflionary labour. His term of fervice 
was fourteen weeks. He accepted, and has executed his mif- 
fion to the fatisfaction of the Truft. 

The Rev. David Smith, agreeably to appointment, has per- 
formed a miffion of fix months upon Black River, in the 
{tate of New-York. By the details he has communicated, 
and from collateral evidence, it appears that he has been 
abundant in preaching, attending conferences, vifiting families, 
and other parts of miflionary duty. He mentions that he gen- 
erally received a cordial welcome, and the call for his fervices 
was urgent.* 

Two other miffionaries, viz. the Rev. William Riddel and 
Mr. Moulton were appointed laft autumn to vifit the weftern 
parts of the ftate of New-York ; but having previous engage- 
ments, with which they could not difpenfe, they declined. 
Thefe appointments therefore failed, except that Mr. Riddel 
performed about three weeks miflionary fervice in Maine, 
which, though founded on incorrect information refpecting his 
defignation, was agreeable to the Truft. We fhould be much 
gratified to be able to add copious details of fuccefles attending 
the miflionary exertions of this year. Thefe bleflings have not 
been vouchfafed to us. We are confident, however, our efforts 
have produced falutary and permanent effeéts in the comfort 
and eftablifhment of the people of God, and the promotion of 
his kingdom, and that on this ground we are prefented with 
ample encouragement. 

The communication df the honorary ele¢tions of laft feafon, 
has contributed to augment the confidence and harmony which 
happily fubfift between us and fifter focieties. The committee 
appointed to diftribute books have difpofed of them agreea- 
bly to a vote of the Society. The Cent Inftitution, with which 
the Society are acquainted, and whofe collections are appropri- 
ated to aid their views and enlarge their means, is ftill in 
agreeable operation. 

With refpes& to the Magazine, a committee appointed to 
confer with the editorial committee, and to adjuft accounts 
with them, have reported : 


* Mr. Nathan Waldo was appointed in auttmn to succeed Mr. 
Smith in executing a winter mission upon Black River. This appoint- 
ment he has executed with fidelity. 
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That they cannot make a ftatement perfe&ly accurate. 
They find, however, that fo many of the Magazines are adtual- 
ly fold, as will defray all the expenfe of publithing and diftribu- 
ting ; and yield a net profit of at lealt 400 dollars. Betides 
which, there will remain at the command of the Society fix 
thoufand fix hundred Magazines of the fecond volume on hand, 
to be fold or diftributed gratis as they pleafe. 

There are alfo a confiderable number of copies of the firft 
volume, part of them bound, to be difpofed of as the Society 
fhall dire&. On the whole, the Magazine, befides anfwering. 
the purpofe of difleminating ufeful inftruction, furnifhes the 
Society with confiderably augmented means of extending the 
charitable ends of its in{itution. 

The Truft are of the opinion, that the contributions to the 
Society are more liberal this feafon than they have ever becn 
at any preceding period ; that its refources generally are ex- 
tending, and that the Society has no reafon for difcourage- 
ment, but are addrefied with increafing inducements to pro- 
ceed with zeal in the good work in which they are engaged. 


NATHANAEL EMMONS, Prefident. 
Artsst, SAMUEL AUSTIN, Secretary. 











EXTRACTS FROM MR. ABBOT’S DIARY. 


( Continued from p. 453, vol. 2.) 
| No. VI. 


His manner of Beginning and Clofing the Year with God; and ihe 
religious notice he ufed to take of his Birth-Day. 


"5730, ! HIS being the laft day of the year, I refe&ed on 
Dec. 31. the mercies of God to me, efpecially in the year 
paft, and praifed him for them; for perfonal, for family and 
relative, and: public mercies. And I did confefs, and defire to 
repent of, all the fins I could call to mind, that I had commit- 
ted this year, and im my whole life ; and did earneftly beg of 
God the :pardon of them, for Currsr’s fake, and Rrength 
againft them for the future—And I did earneftly beg of God, 
that I might remember from whence I am fallen, and repent, 
and do my firft works : And might have more delight in his fer- 
vice, and a greater zeal for his glory than ever.—I hope I clof- 

ed 
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ed this year with God. O that as I have ended this, I might 
begin the next! 

Fan. 1. 1730.) I hope I defired to be truly thankful to God 
for all the mercies of the laft year, as well as my whole life ; 
and to be humbled for all my fins: and begged his gracious - 
prefence with me this year.—l begged that if it were his blefled 
will, he would Jpare me this year aljfo: And if he fhould, that he 
would prepare me for all the duties of it, that I might be more 
lively and upright in his fervice than heretofore—: That I 
might {pend his Sabbaths better, and profit more under all his 
ordinances—That I might be enabled to difcharge faithfully 
all my duties to God, and man, and my own foul; and have 
my whole converfation as becomes the gofpel of Chrift.-—And 
1 defired to be fitted for all the afflictions I might meet with, 
and might cary it aright under them—TI prayed that God 
would pleafe to give me a comfortable portion of the good 
things of this life, or a heart fuited to my condition. 

But if the fovercign and glorious God fhould fay concerning 
me, This year thou fhalt die; 1 earneftly prayed that he would 
fit me for a dying hour ; that he would not take me out of this 
world, till I have by faith feen the Lord Chrit, and heartily 
embraced him, and flrould be able to fay, Now let thou thy fervant 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have feen thy falvation. I prayed, as | 
have often before, for an ca/y, peaceful, and TRIUMPHANT DEATH. 
For a glorious refurrestion, and a part in the bleffednefs of that 
world, where 1 fhall be freed from all fin,—fhall no more be 
tempted to fin,—no more be inclined to fin,—neither fhall it be 
ever poflible for me to fin any more—But I fhall be perfectly 
holy, and completely happy, in being made like to Curist in 
a glorious manner, and in the enjoyment of Gop and Cuaisr, 
forever and ever. Amen, Amen! 

Auguft 3, 1731.] Iam twenty years old this day. And that 
i might {pend the day well, I propofed to do thefe things, wiz. 
(1) Call to mind as many as-I could of the favours of Heaven 
that I have received inthe whole courfe of my life, that I might 
blefs Gop for them. (2) Bring to my remembrance as many 
of my fins as 1 could, that I have been guilty of, whereby I 
have abufed and forfeited thefe favours, that my foul might be 
humbled within me. (3) To pray earneftly to God for his 
gracious prefénce with me, and blefling upon me, throughout 
the remainder of my life. (4) To praife and thank our mott 
gracious God for his favours to my dear and near relations, and 
to pray particularly for them. (5) To examiné myfelf, 
whether I have indeed a work of grace wrought in my foul, 
and am a new creature or not. (6) Solemnly to renew my 
— with the glorious God, and devote myfelf afrefh to 
im. 

For 
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For my afliftance in the firft of thefe, I made ufe of Mr. Flav- 
el’s difcourfe on Providence. For my help in the fecond, I 
made ufe of Mr. Vincent’s expofition of the commandments. 
For the third and fourth, my own confideration. For the fifth 
I made ufe of fome rules mentioned in Mr. Gearing’s life. 
For the fixth, I had regard to Mr. Alline’s covenant. I fpent 
about five hours in fecret this day, in performing thefe duties.— 
And having in the clofe of all, renewed the dedication of my- 
{elf to the Lord Jehovah, in an everlafting covenant, I at the 
fame time humbly faid before the glorious God, That unallowed 
mifcarriages, contrary to the fettled beat of my foul, fball not make void 
the covenant : For fo thou haft faid. 

Auguft 3, 1733.) Lhope I fpent this my birth-day acceptably, 
in the exercifes of piety fuitable therefor. I clofed the day 
with examining myfelf concerning the new birth, (which I hope 
I have experienced) and with renewing my covenant in a folemn 
manner before the Lord. O Lord, make my heart upright 
with thee, and ftedfaft in thy covenant! 

(The year 1733 was the /a/ that he lived through; he clofes 
that, and begins the next, which is the prefent and his dying year, 
with more than ordinary folemnity. ) 

1733. Dec. 31, Monday. | 1 {pent this day moft fenfibly in the 
fear of God. My foul was humble, devout, and ferious in con- 
fefling and bewailing the fins of my life, efpecially of the year 
paft ; earneft in its cries for pardoning mercy and fanétrtying 
grace: It felt a holy joy in admiring and adoring the bleffed 
God, for all his benefits to me in the whole courfe of my life, 
and more efpecially this year; in that my life has been fpared, 
notwithfianding the bodily weaknefles and languifhings | have 
laboured under. That my relations have been fpared, and 
made bleflings tome; and that my life has been brightened and 
fweetened with many comforts and delights.—But I defired 
above all to magnify the Lord and praife him, for the meafures 
of reftraining grace | have experienced, and for the {weet in- 
fluences of his Holy Spirit upon my foul, both in providences and 
ordinances. And efpecially for the reafon I have to hope, that he 
hath begun the good work of his grace in me, which he will per- 
feé& to the day of Cuarist’s appearing. I offered praifes to 
God for favours conferred on relatives, entreated their continu- 
ance, and a fanctified improvement of all. 

I defired to mourn for public fins, (for my fhare in them efpec- 
jally ;) and prayed for reformation, and the beftowment of all 
needful public bleffings. My family offerings were fuited to 
the day. I had much warmth and affection in thefe exercifes 








of piety, fo that I went on cheerfully in them.—Was of a calm 
and compofed frame in the intervals of my devotions; fome 
of which time I fpent in religious converfation. 


Thus f 
clofed 














i8os. | Extracts from Mr. Abbot's Diary. 13 


clofed the year with God, as far as I can remember, in a better 
frame than ever. Lord! How fweet! O:! how fweet are 
holy duties, when my heart is quickened in them by thy bleffed 
Spirit! None of thy commands are then grievous, but every 
thing in religion exceeding pleafant. O! bring me to the end- 
lefs joys and delights of the upper world. 

Fan. 1,173354-] l fpent a confide:able part of this new year’s 
day in fecret, rejoicing that God had brought me to fee the 
light of it. Begging the pardon of my palft ingratitude, and 
mif-improvement of divine favours. Imploring the gracious 
prefence of God with me, the whole of this year. I defired 
that if it fhould pleafe God to {pare me this year alfo, I might 
be the care of his fpecial providence ; be guarded by his good . 
angels, be directed and profpered by him in all my ways, and 
reft entirely fatisfied in all the difpenfations of his providence. 

And efpecially that my foul might get good by providences, 
and be fat and flourifhing under al] the means of grace. That, 
through the influences of his bleffed Spirit, I might glorify him 
in every relation, condition, and circumftance of life; in all my 
aétions, natural, civil, and religious, more than ever yet 1 have 
done. That I might wifely and faithfully improve my time 
and talents, fo as to give up my account with joy. 

Or if this fhould be my dying year, I humbly defired that [ 
might have an ea/y, a joyful, and TriumpHant Deatu,* 
fince my dear Saviour had taken away its fting That this 
may prove a sappy new year to me, whether [ live or die. 

I examined into my experience of the new birth. And in 
the evening devoted myfelf to the Lord in an everlafting cove. 
mant.t 

Looking back upon the devotions of the day, I had reafon 
to hope there was Ancerity and uprightnefs of heart in them, and 
that therefore, through a precious Redeemer, they would be 
pleafing to God, though imperfect. I defire to eye a glorious 
Saviour in all my tranfactions with Heaven. Firft | would look 
up to him for ftrength to do all. And then, when all is done, 
1 would depend upon his merits, righteoufnefs, and interceflion, 
even upon thefe only, for my pardon, and the acceptance of my 
perfon and fervices with a holy God. Lord! I defire to fee 
myfelf to be nothing at all, and to fee that thy grace is ALL IN ALL. 
Lord, enrich my foul more and more with the knowledge of 
thee! Beautify it with thine image! Delight it with the tokens 
of thy love and favour! And bring it to the vifion and enjoy- 
ment of thee, which is the top of its felicity ! | 

















* In this he was remarkably heard. See vol. IT. p. 297. 
+ He in a moft explicit manner renewed his covenant with God 
gightcen or twenty times, 
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T Dorchefter, May 2, 1805, departed this life, E. B. aged 
’ 30.—She had made more than common progrefs in hn- 
man learning and the ufeful arts, but was unacquainted with 
real religion until about the 25th year of her age. She often 
expreffed it to a friend, and with apprehenfions that fhe fhould 
never arrive to fuch an attainment. Her mind being thus open 
to conviction, her friend conceived great hopes of her. The 
all important time foon came, when an entire change of mind 


* took place. Balls, plays, and all trifling amufements, became 


diftafteful and always continued fo. Her converfion was 
very manifeft to herfelf, and to her friends. It was not ac- 
companied with diftrefling fears and terrors, as often happens. 
GOD opened her eyes to difcern true religion, and fhe cordial- 
Ty embraced it. 

She exprefied furprife to a friend that, although there were 
in the houfe fo many books on experimental religion, fhe never 
before knew what it was. To thefe fhe now paid all attention. 
She was fupplied, alfo, with all the religious magazines that 
were publilhed, and fhe perufed them with great delight. She 
paid ftrict attention to the duties of the clofet, and laid down 
for herfelf rules for her conduét in life. Thus fhe followed on 
to know the Lord. But, as too common with young perfons, 
her religious views, after a few years, became lefs bright, and 
her religious ardours fomewhat abated : but when her ficknefs. 
came on, and God lifted up upon her the light of his counte- 
nance, all was light and peace. She faid fhe fhotld always be 
thankful to God for this ficknefs ; and expreffed the molt live- 
ly fenfations of gratitude for his returning favours. 

In the beginning of her ficknefs fhe was under doubts and 
fears. She was, at times, greatly diftrefled. She faid fhe was 
afraid to die. She was unprepared. It was not fo with her as 
it had formerly been. She was the greateft of finners. She 


| ers do nothing to help herfelf.—She was directed to look to 


efus—to afk of God refignation to his will. 

Soon after, on a Saturday evening, her mind became more 
calm, and confiderably refigned ; and fhe enjoyed the comfort 
of it the enfuing week, but fhe kept it to herielf. On the next 
Saturday evening, her mind was fo deeply impreffed, that fhe 
could no longer refrain, but fpake out with rapture—“‘ I am 
affured of my falvation—every doubt is removed!” And, 
through her whole ficknefs, fhe, for the moft part, retained this 
ftrong confidence in the mercy of God, through Jefus bie 

n 
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On another Saturday evening, on hearing read a ftriking 
chapter of this Magazine, fhe had a very impreflive feel- 
ing of the realities of religion, and a longing for thofe 
events to take place which are ufually thought ot with dread 
and terror. 

‘Theie uncommon views of divine things, fhe remarked, were 
but of fhort duration. On Saturday evenings fhe feemed moft 
frequently to enjoy divine manifeftations. 

From evening to evening fhe had celebrated her Sabbaths. She 
remenibered the Sabbath before it came, and fo ordered her 
worldly affairs as not to difturb the religious exercifes of the 
evenimny. 

As her outer man decayed, her inward man appeared ev- 
idently more and more renewed. On the morning of a Sab- 
bath, being afked the ftate of her mind, fhe replied, “ my mind 
feems to be fwallowed up in praife. The light and joy which 
I feel, you cannot conceive of, nor I exprefs. How wonderful 
the mercy of God to fuch a finner!”? She thus knew by expe- 
rience the meaning of that paflage of {cripture, “ rejoicing with 
yoy unf{peakable and full of glory.” 

On another morning it was fuggefted to her, that it was a 
Sabbath and a facrament day ; and fhe was afked what were 
her feelings. She anfwered that her religious meditations were 
greatly bleffed this morning, and fhe had the profpect of a 
happy day ; which fhe faid afterwards fhe had realized. 

Her fifter flept in the chamber with her, and had the chief 
care of her. When fhe came down one morning in the early 
part of her ficknefs, fhe faid fhe had fomebody to take care of 
her, other than her filter. When her meaning was inquired, 
the faid there feemed to be fomebody around her bed, who was 
helpful and affifting, but it did not affright her. She was atk- 
ed whether fhe faw any thing. She replied, no; but fhe felt 
the impreffion very ftrong on her mind, and, though fhe en- 
deavoured to fupprefs it, fhe was not able. She was advifed to 
cherifh the impreffion, that it might be a heavenly meflenger, 
fent to comfort her. The Scriptures abundantly proving the 
prefence of kind, protecting beings with the people of God: 
and fuch paflages as thefe were repeated to her—“ Are they not 
al! miniflering {pirits fent forth to minifter to them who fhall be heirs of 
falvation ?” “ The angel of the Lord encampeth around them who 
fear him ;” and Jacob fpeaketh of the angel who delivered him 
from all evil. The impreflion continued through her ficknefs, 
and was ftronger towards the clofe af it. She faid fhe feemed 
to look to him for dire&ion. 

She obferved to a relation, that it was her opinion that fing- 
ing made one important part of the worfhip of heaven, and, 


had fhe not loft her voice fhe could not refrain from finging 
aloud. At 
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At a time when the had very lively views of the realities of 
the world to come, fhe faid to her mother, “ when I am dead 
you will be weeping and mourning ; but I fhall be finging 
hallelujahs to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” 

She converfed of her funeral with the utmoft calmnefs, defir- 
ing that her coffin might be plain, and that all things might 
be conducted without parade and oftentation.—Being afked 
whether it did not make her feel difagreeably to talk on the 
fubject, fhe replied, “ not in the leaft.” 

She had privately contracted with a friend to procyre and 
make her grave clothes ; and, when they were brought home, 
fhe received them with pleafing fatisfaction, and laid them by 
fecurely. She repeatedly recommended to have all the things, 
neceflary for her funeral, made and ready, as that would be a 
time when there would be much to be done. 

The kind attentions of her friends in fupplying her with 
thofe delicacies which a fick ftomach in fuch a cafe craves, 
made her very thankful to them, and drew forth lively feelings 
of gratitude to God, to whom the looked, and from whofe 
hands fhe received all her mercies. She would be affected with 
wonder and furprife that Providence fhould fo order, that, at 
the moment oftentimes, fhe wifhed for a thing, fhe received it. 

Her ficknefs was long; but God favoured her remarkably. 
Her. appetite held out almoft to the clofe of life. She flept 
about as well as in health, that fhe had no need of watchers. 
She was free from pain. Her faith was ftrong, her mind tran- 
quil, and fhe enjoyed frequently fpecial tokens of the divine 
favour. So that to her numerous vifitors fhe was an eminent 
witnefs of the power of religion, and the pionfly difpofed be- 
held with great delight that Scripture fulfilled—* he fhall be 
kept in perfed peace whofe mind is flayed on the Lord.” 


«*The chamber where the good man meets his fate 
[s privileg’d beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life—quite on the verge of Heaven.”* 


She was not, however, entirely free from the fiery darts of 
the adverfary: efpecially one evening, being taken with a 
a and thinking fhe fhould not live till morning, it was 
fuggelted to her that her religion was not real, which filled 
her with great diftrefs and trouble of mind; but though for- 
row endured for a night, joy came in the morning. 

She was firmly attached to the doftrines of grace, the relig- 
ion of our pious anceftors, and in no degree infeéted with the 
loofe principles and practices of the prefent age. The great 
doctrine of regeneration, as fhe was fo happy as to be acquaint- 
ed with it by experience, fhe iclt deeply its importance. Being 

atked 
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afked to recommend to a perfon to make a profeffion of relig- 
ion and join the. church, fhe replied, with much fpirit, “ I will 
never recommend fuch a thing to any one till they have expe- 
rienced a change of mind.” 

The trifling converfation and carelefs lives of many profef- 
fors feemed to give a ftimulus to her exertions ; for, to profefs 
one thing and do another, fhe detefted as grofs hypocrify. 
She mentioned with emotion and concern, that fhe knew fome, 
who, though notified of the facrament the Sabbath before, 
were fo inattentive and felt fo little its importance, as even te 
forget it when the time came. 

Her longings for the life to come were ardent, as appeared 
to all around her, and as fhe often exprefled: but then fhe 
would check herfelf— I hope ] am not impatient. O Lord 
Jefus, (fhe would fay) come quickly. O death, where is thy 
{ting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? Thanks be to God whe 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jefus Chrilt !” 

Having a theoretic knowledge of the fymptoms which ufual- 
ly terminate fuch diforders as hers, fhe watched daily for 
them, and welcomed their appearance. She was anxious to 
know of her doétor how long the might continue ; and, when 
informed that in one day it was probable her prefent life would 
end, fhe cried out, “ O joyful news!” 


“ In hopes of glory to be quite involv’d, 
To smile at death, to long to be dissolv’d, 
From our decays a pleasure to receive, 
And kindle into transport at a grave ! 

— What equals this ?””* 





Being afked, the day before her death, how were her views 
ef the world to come, fhe anfwered—* beautiful.” 

On the day of her departure, her mind was fomewhat de- 
ranged through want of fleep the preceding night; but the 
manifefted the fame exalted hopes and firm confidence in the 
mercy of God through Chrift, which fhe had poffefled through 
her ficknefs, and died without a ftruggle, and we truft her hap- 
py {pirit has taken its flight to the abodes of immortality. 
“* Bleffed are the dead which die in the Lord.” 


* Our dying friends are pioneers, to smooth 
Our rugged path to death ; to break those bars 
Of terror and abhorrence nature throws 

*Cross our obstructed way, and make 
Welcome, as safe, our port from every storm, 
Smitten friends 

Are angels, sent on errands full of love— 

For us they languish, and for us they die.”* 
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For the Massachusetts M. Magazine. 


ON PRIDE. 


N order to be truly virtuous, we muit properly confider our 
relation to other beings, and. eftimate ourfelves ac- 
cording to this relation. Humility, the moft effential virtue, 
will invariably be the confequence. ‘Thofe, who poffefs this 
virtue, elude the force of many external evils ; and live fecure 
from anxiety and remorfe. Though their fituation in life be lefs 
eligible, than that of others ; yet a confcioufnefs of their unwor- 
thinefs excites their gratitude for the favours, they enjoy ; and 
renders them fubmiffive under every trial. 

But pride has a contrary effect. This, except felfithnefs, is the 
moft ancient of all the vices, that degrade intelligent beings. 
It found admiifion into our world at a very early period; and 
has formed a part of every human charaéter, except one. The 
term is often ufed in a limited fenfe, to denote an extraordinary 
degree of haughtinefs or vanity. But if pride be confidered in 
its Original and-proper fenfe, as an unjuft eltimation of one’s felf, 
it will evidently appear to be one of the primary fins. Not to 
mention the fallen angels, nor the firft difobedience of man, let 
us obferve fome of thofe frequent irregularities, which difturb 
focieties, and involve fo many of our fellow-creatures in infamy 
and ruin. To what, more naturally than pride, can we attribute 
that party fpirit, which is predominant both in the religious and 
political world ? This exalted efteem of felf renders men too wife 
for inftruction and too important for reproof. Hence it pro- 
duces ignorance, fuperftition and bigotry ; and may be juflly ac- 
eufed of all the fatal confequences. Ambition is pride’s attend- 
ant; and afwift executor of her mifchievous defigns ; I mean that 
ambition, which has h-nour for its object, and thus feeks to exalt 
felf, by degrading others. The debauchee, lurking under the 
covert of night, impioufly prefumes to facrifice even chaftity to 
his brutal indulgence. For fo highly does he value himfelf, that 
he wifhes to render every thing fubfervient to his gratification. 
Though after his conduct has rendered him loathfome to himfelf, 
he may continue it as an opiate ; yet the ftupid monfter remains 
a deteftable monument of the fatal effects of pride. ‘The delud- 
ed mifer, believing that happinefs confifts in the pofleflion of 
riches, can deliberately opprefs and defraud for the fake of un- 
neceflary gain. Pride has magnified his worth, and in the fame 
ratio diminifhed that ‘of others in his eftimation. For the fame 
reafon the flanderer feeks to exalt himfelf upon the rum of 
others’ fame. 

Pride has a ftill more pernicious effect, as it produces that 
fpirit of revenge, which has proved fatal to fo many individuals 


P 
and focieties. Itis this blind felfifhnefs alone, that can fo infat- 
uate 
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uate men, as to induce them to affume the prerogative of Deity 
in repaying vengeance. A variety of circumftances may oper- 
ate as a reitraint ; but when a falfe fenfe of honour gives {cope 
to paflion, the confequences are fhocking to humanity. ‘The im- 
pious {wearer would be thought to defpife the commands ot 
Heaven, and to poffefs that courage, which is proof againi{t the 
fear of hell. In all thefe inftances habit may operate, when 
the way is prepared : but the foundation of eyery vicious habit 
is pride. This rebellious principle operates in a great variety of 
ways, and affumes ten thoufand forms. It fometimes lies con- 
cealed in the fecret recefles of the heart, and gives an impercep- 
tible taint to actions, apparently virtuous. But though many 
plans have been concerted to conceal it from the world; yet 
few if any have been entirely fuccefsful. It evidently influences 
the actions of infants. As foon as they begin to act, they dif- 
cover a felfifh difpofition, which clearly proves, that they are 
deftitute of holinefs, and of courfe unfit for the fociety of the 
bleffed. Pride is clearly manifefted in that contempt, which is 
fo often fhewn to divine ordinances. What can be a greater 
evidence that a man is proud, that he “defpifes, and feels 
himfelf above Jehovah, than to fee him ridicule as fuperftitious 
and bigotted, thofe who contend ecarneftly for the faith once 
delivered to the faints, and who feek to honour and praile 
Chrift. A man fwoller with pride, will fometimes endure 
the mere form of religion, becaufe he knows that God is not 
honoured by it. But when he fees thofe around him, walking 
according to the ordinances of the gofpel, meeting frequently 
for pious converfation and prayer, efpecially if they are much 
engaged, how induftrious he will be to weaken their hands, to 
caft fome reproach upon them, to prevent them from honour- 
ing that holy Being whom he is unwilling to have fuperior to 
himfelf. Certainly oppofition to fuch pofitive commands of 
God, can arife from nothing but that proud difpofition which 
renders men unwilling that God fhould be glorified and obey- 
ed. Thefe very men are willing that their neighbours fhould 
zealoufly purfue the vanities of the world, and that they 
fhould honour thofe rulers whom they themfelves love; and 
while in their company gre willing to hear them converfe about 
any thing, rather than doétrinal and experimental religion. 
This would not be the cafe had not real religion a tendency to 
humble them and to exalt God. 

Hence we may fee the dreadful depravity of our fallen race, 
The moft fpecious adtions of thofe, whofe hearts have not been 
humbled by fovereign grace, are but different expreffions of pride, 
or real rebellion againft Heaven. None but humble, penitent 
faints are free from this ruling principle. Why are meek and 
peaceable and ufeful members of fociety defpifed and infulted ? 
Tt 
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It is becaufe they rejoice that God rules and will do all his 
pleafure ; it is becaute they feek to glorify Jefus, whom a finful 
world with to degrade. . 


JUVENIS. 








, 


ORIGINAL LETTER 


From a Minifer in his goth Year, and but a few weeks before his 
death, to one of his young Parifbioners, who had lately made a publie 
profeffion of religion and commenced preacher of the gofpel, and was 
foon after viftted with dangerous fickue/s. | 





, O&. 24, 1803. 
Dear Sir, 

HEREAS I have not vifited you under your prefent 

confinement by ficknefs, I fhould not wonder if you 
conceived me void ef gratitude and fympathy towards one, whe 
has proved himfelf of a friendly and benevolent difpofition to- 
wards me under my increafing infirmities of age ; but as you 
ate no ftranger to my circumftances, I prefume you will put a 
more candid conftruétion upon this neglect of mine. However, 
had I not heard of the difficulty of fpeech which you laboured 
under, and reflecting upon my own defect of hearing, I fhould 
have taken more pains to have paid you a perfonal vifit before 
now ; but I thought under thefe circumflances it would be like- 
ly to prove more prejudicial to you, than profitable to either of 
us; I fay, for fuch reafons, I have fufpended any further at- 
tempts of a perfonal vifit at prefent, and inftead of it, have ef- 
fayed to write you thefe lines ; for I know myfelf not a little 
indebted to you for your repeated affiflance afforded me in pub- 
lic under my manifold infirmities, which I am not able to re- 
munerate ; but I know who can, and will recompenfe your 
work and labour of love, which you have fhewn to me and my 
people under our indigent circumftances, efpecially if done (as I 
hope it was) out of a religious regard to Him, who is not un- 
faithful, and has faid, that even a cup of cold water, thus given, 
fhall not be forgotten. Much lefs can we fuppofe that any 
fpecial fervices done for the interefts of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, from a principle of love to him, can ‘go unrewarded. 
Yet all this reward is of mere free, rich, fovereign grace alone. 
May I not hope that you have experienced fome tokens of this 
gracious dealing from your covenant God and Saviour under 
your prefent confinement by ficknefs? fince Jefus is faid to be. 
afflicted with his people in all their afflictions, i. c. he is always 
prefent with them by fympathy and his divine fupports, whether 


they 








eh Be SOOM, | HERB pore aE oma 




















PM PNY cr 2, 


Sea SS MN, 
* i 


ee ae MEARE GONE Ys 








1805.]  Lettter from an aged Minister. 21 


they have fuch fenfible divine confolations of his Spirit or not, 
as they defire. For he faith to every true believer, “I will 
never leave thee nor forfake thee.” Therefore, fuch may with 
humble boldnefs fay, “ the Lord is my helper,” even although 
for a time he walks in darknefs and hath no light, whilft he doth 
truft in the name of the Lord and ftay himfelf upon his God, 
Tfaiah 1. ult. 

_. My dear Sir, although the prefent difpenfations of Provi- 
dence. may feem to bear a gloomy and dark afpecét upon you, 
viz. that you fhould fo foon be laid under confinement by fick- 
nefs, juft after you had entered into a foleinn covenant relation 
with God, with a purpofe to ferve him in the work of the gof- 
pel miniftry, by his gracious affiftance ; I fay, at fuch a feafon 
as this, when you had jut begun to enter into this facred em- 
ployment, that you fhould meet with fuch a let, as to prevent 
your further purfuance of that defign at prefent; I fay, this, 
perhaps, may fpread a gloom upen your mind, through the in- 
ftrumentality of Satan taking an advantage from your bodily 
diforder to put a wrong conftruction upon it. But God’s ways 
are not as our ways, but as much above them as the heavens are 
above the earth. Wherefore, as an antidote againft fuch a 
temptation, you may recolleé that immediately after our Sa- 
viour’s baptifm, accompanied with a voice from heaven, faying, 
“ this is my beloved Son,”’ &c. he was led of the Spirit into the 
wildernefs to be tempted of the devil ; and this was alfo juft 
before his entrance upon his public miniftry, to make him more 
perfectly gualified for his office, as the Saviour cf finners, who 
being himfelf tempted, can more compailionately fympathize 
with and fuccour them that are tempted. Now is it not enough 
that the fervant be as his Lord, in this refpec&t? nay, is it not a 
fingular honour to be brought into conformity to him, who was 
made perfect through fufferings ? Wherefore, we may put our 
fufferings in the caufe of Chrift among our chiefeft privileges, 
according to what is written in Phil. i. 29. “ For to you it is 
given in the behalf of Chrift, not only to believe on him, but al- 
fo to fuffer for his fake.” But I muft break off abruptly from 
writing, as I often do from preaching, left I make a bad matter 
worfe, through my failing eyes, and fhaking hand, as well as 
fhattered head. But would only add, that I truft that you will 
foon be able to difcern by happy experience, that all thofe things 
which feem to be again{t you, God has meant for good. As you 
have lately by profeffion, and I truft fincerely committed your- 
felf to the Lord Jefus Chrift, as the phyfician both of your foul 
and body, to heal the maladies of both in his own way and time ; 
if fo, you can’t fail of a thorough cure in due time, whilft you 
catefully obferve his prefcriptions, who is the only infallible 
Phyfician of the foul and body, and perfectly knows the conflitu- 


tion 
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tion of both, and the difeafes that attend every one of his pa- 
tients that has applied to him by faith for a cure. He knows 
how and when to ufe corrofives, and when anodynes and cor- 
dials, when the former have had a fufficient operation to prepare 
for the latter ; and as foon as he can with fafety indulge us with 
divine confolations, he will not defer it one moment, for he 
never afflicts willingly, his covenant fervants efpecially ; but 
only when there is need of heavinefs, and then it is but for a 
feafon, yea, a fhort feafon, perhaps for anight, and joy comes in 
the morning. Therefore, my brother, let us, under all our for- 
fows, wait on the Lord and be of good courage, for he will 
ftrengthen our hearts. Let us hope in the Lord, that we thal! 
yet praife him, as the health of our countenance and our God, 


So I reft, your obliged friend, &c. 
I H 








er 


To Mr. 


P.S. I fhall make no apology for the many interlines, blots 
and other blemifhes of this letter. If my dim fight and un- 
fteady hand, and other infirmities will not excufe me, I am con- 
tent to bear the blame. I have not time to tranfcribe it, nor 
fkill to amend it, under my prefent circumftances. If 
you can pick out any thing profitable from it, I doubt 
not but you will accept my friendly, though poor attempt 
therein. 








For rue Massacuusetrs M. Macazine. 


A SIMILITUDE, 


Extrafted from a Sermon on Phil. ti. 12, 13. Work out your own 
falvation with fear and trembling,” Sc. 


66 PERSON finds himfelf in the midft of a hideous foreft 

and thicket, in which are impaflable mountains, 
fwamps and dreadful precipices ; he himfelf is fick unto death, 
and not able to walk a ftep, while he fees himfelf furrounded 
by hungry lions and innumerable other bealts of prey, threat~ 
ening-to ruth upon him and devour him. On confideration, 
he finds he has brought himfelf into this dangerous, wretched 
ftate, by his own inexcufable folly, and that his diforders and 
weaknefs are really his own fault; that he has greatly abufed 
the Lord and owner of the territory in which he is; that he 
might therefore, juftly, in his difpleafure, deliver him to the 
tormentors, and to be miferably devoured by fierce beafts of 
prey. While he is in this fituation, giving himfelf up to de- 
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{pair, as wholly loR and doomed to inevitable deftruction, the 
great perfonage, the owner of the foreft and all it contained, 
appears to him, and tells him that though he had abufed him, 
and had ruined himfelf, by his own inexcufable folly, yet he 
was ready to forgive him, and was able and difpofed to cure 
him of his diforders, and give him ftrength to walk, and to 
extricate him from the evil and dangerous ftate in which he 
was, and make him happy in the moft agreeable circumftances. 
Upon this, he ftretched out his hand to him, and bid him take 
hold of it, and he fhould be fafely led out of this horrid place. 
The poor man felt an invifible energy accompanying this pro- 
pofal and command, by which he was ftrengthened and will- 
ing to lay faft hold of the nobleman’s hand, and to truft whol- 
ly in him as his deliverer, pleafed to be wholly dependent on 
him for all the good he wanted, having in himfelf not the 
leaft {ufficiency to help himfelf, and being utterly unworthy of 
the favour now offered to him, firmly believing the truth and 
ability of his patron to accomplifh all he had promifed. 

“‘ The nobleman told him, that though he depended wholly 
en him for all his ftrength to act and walk, and every volition 
to exert himfelf in order to efcape the dangers of this wilder- 
nefs, refift the wild beafts, pafs through the {wamps and miry 
marthes, afcend the fteep mountains, and ftand firm on the 
brink and fide of dreadful precipices, and arrive at the promif- 
ed land; yet he muft be active, and work out his falvation in 
the exercife of his own care and conftant labour ; he mult re- 
filt the beafts of prey, and by his watchfulnefs and exertions, 
in every ftep of the dangerous, difficult way he had to go, 
he muft perfevere in his work, and in obedience to him, 
till he fhould bring him to a place of fafety and reft; 
that, in a fenfe of his own infufficiency to will or do any thing 
in this travel in order to his falvation, and his total and con- 
ftant dependence on his patron, for difpofition and ftrength to 
will and do, and perfevere in the work before him, he mutt 
keep his eye upon him, and place all his truft in him, keeping 
hold of his hand, or of a ftrong cord which fhould be faltened 
to himfelf, his patron, and always be in his reach, when his 
hand was not. And in this way he fhould be carried fafely om 
to the land of promife. 

«¢ Thus the poor man fet out, confiding in the power, truth, 
and faithfulnefs of his patron, and difclaiming all confidence im 
himfelf ; continuing his courfe through hideous f{wamps, and 
over high and fteep mountains, and on the edge of dreadful 
precipices, where by lofing his hold or taking one wrong ftep he 
thould fall and be dafhed in pieces in amoment, unlefs prevent- 
ed by his guide, making ufe of the ftrong cord when his patron 


was out of fight. Thus he went on in the exercife of conftant care 
and 
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and watchfulnefs, and inceffant exertion, taking heed that every 
ftep of his fhould be according to the direétion of his leader ; 
and found that the efforts which he made to refift the wild 
beafts of prey, which continually fought to devour him, were 
effectual to make them fly from him, and thus he kept himfelf 
from their deadly touch. The farther he went, he became 
more afraid of difpleafing his guide, who was fo worthy, kind 
and condefcending ; and increafed in a fenfe of his danger it 
left to himfelf, and the certainty and dreadfulnefs of the de- 
ftruction which would in that cafe await him ; confiding alto- 
gether in the power, wifdom, truth and goodnefs of his 
patron. 

“ He fometimes, i in a meafure, forgot his own weaknefs, and 
con{tant dependence on his patron, and attempted to ftand and 
walk in his own ftrength ; but this always colt him dear ; for 


‘when he thought thus to ftand, he certainly fell, and it proved 


the occafion of fhame and humiliation. And he made many 
wrong fteps, which he knew were offenfive to his patron, which 
filled him with fhame and pain, and ferved to increafe felf-ab- 
horrence and diffidence in himfelf. ‘Thus he went on through 
all the difficulties and dangers of the way, in fear and trem- 
bling, increafing in felf-diffidence and humility, and in his 
humble dependence and trutft in his able, faithful patron, till he 
eame to the promifed land of fafety and reft, where he is te 
live a happy and endlefs life.” 
May 9, 1805. 








To the Editors of the Massacuuserrs Missionary MAGAZINE: 
GENTLEMEN, 


| Tf you think the following extra from a letter, written by a young 
gentleman in Williamflown, Mass. to his friend in —, worthy of a 
place in your Magazine, you have liberty to infert it. B. 


Witiiamstown, May 28, 18c5. 
Dear Friend, 


OT long fince, I went to Bennington in company with 
The object of our vifit was to fee the late con- 





verts, and learn the ftate of religion in that place. ‘The re- 
ligious attention fubfided more than a year ago: but the ef-, 
fects are {till vifible, and will undoubtedly laft forever. The 
pomp families were among the fubjects of the reformation. 


oung gentlemen and ladies were hopefully converted; of 
the 
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the latter, perhaps three to one of the former. Why does a 
fovereign God make this diftinétion ? 

Religion, as ufual after great awakenings, feems to decline ; 
profeffors are cold and dull ; and religious meetings are not 
well attended. Why does God after ijuch a great work per- 
mit his faints to become lukewarm? 

We vifited one family, where the parents and four children 
are profeffors. With them we fpent an agreeable afternoon. 
How delightful it was to fee the youth fo folemn. We vilited 
likewife Mrs. — whofe exercifes were very remarkable. She 
had been fo impreffed with the worth of fouls, that the went 
among her neighbours, and warned them earnettly and with 
tears. She fays her mind was fo engaged in religion, that the 
enjoyed its pleaiures continually, whether at home or abroad, 
awake or afleep. She appears to be humble. 

We {pent the Sabbath with Judge —. He converfed moft of 
the time refpecting Chrift’s perfonal reign of a thoufand years 
onearth. He is confident the Saviour will come. 1 had nev- 
er before attended to this interefting fubject, and, therefore, 
was able to make but few objections to the fentiment. He has 
many paflages of fcripture to fupport it; and the only way to 
evade the belief of it, is to {piritualize them. If it be true, it is 
a comfortable fentiment to “ all them that love his appearing.” 
But it will be a day of wrath and terror to Chrift’s enemies ; 
for “every eye fhall fee him, and the tribes of the earth fhall 
mourn becaufe of him.” 

A fon of this Judge is a fubject of the late work. Heisa 
lawyer. His wite and fifter were alfo among the late con- 
verts. Many others of the firft characters both for learning 
and {tation hopefully experienced a faving change. 

After we returned trom Bennington, we had a molt de- 
lightful conference in this town. Though it was rainy, there 
was a large collection of people. The Spirit of God appears 
to be moving on the-hearts of many; tears were fhed ; and 
folemnity fat on every countenance. Our minifter prayed and 
exhorted with wonderful energy ; and Chriitians feemed to be 
engaged. How pleafing is the profpect, when we can con- 
verie with young people upon the great things of religion, while 
tears of anxiety and concern fill their eyes. 

Not long fince, I attended a large conference in Charle- 
mont ; and was earneltly requefted to exhort the young peo- 
ple, becaufe, as I afterwards learnt, they were in the habit of 
ridiculing and interrupting the fpeaker. But I faw nothing of 
that nature, while addrefling them. When we fpeak to people 
about their immortal concerns, we ought always to point the 


addrefs to them without any difguife. This will generally fix 
No. 1. Vol. IIT. D their 
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their attention, and make them feel interefted in what ts 
{poken. 

I vifited likewife a woman in defpair, a moft affecting fpec- 
tacle. She has been in this fituation three or four years, and 
has not, fhe fays, enjoyed aray of hope. According to her ac- 
count fhe was changed into a devil in an imftant for curfing 
God. She walks about the houfe, and ftops only, when fhe can 
walk no longer. She fays, there is no Saviour for her, that fhe 
does not poilefs the natural affections of a human creature, 
but fhould be willing to fee her hudband, or her children burnt. 
But this I apprehend is merely imagination, for I could not 
perceive, that fhe felt any malice. She loves to have Chrif- 
tians come and pray for her. How dittrefling is her condi- 
won! Why is mine any more comfortable? Yet fo hardened 
are the neighbours around her, that they pay no more regard 
to her, than if fhe were a lunatic. 

When I returned to Williamftown, I found, that the awak- 
ening had been confiderably extended ; and the prefent prof- 
pect is, that it will become general. It is pleaiant to vifit 
here, where the utmoft attention is given to religious converfa- 
tion. Several young people have lately obtained a hope ; oth- 
ers are anxious and inquiring. In fome initances young peo- 
ple are under folemn impreflions. Public worfhip is attended 
by multitudes more than ufual; conferences, of which there 
are four or five in a week in different parts of the town, are re- 
markably crowded. The people of God appear to be animated 
with the pleafing profpec&. This furely is a time of refrefhing 
from the Lord. 

Not many days fince, I vifited a young lady, fuppofed to be 
on her death-bed. The family had been unwilling to have 
her bear religious converfation ; and even prohibited the min- 
iftér from feeing her. I never before faw an inftance of fuch 
amazing ftupidity. Though fhe appears+to be fenfible in other 
things, yet {he can contemplate death without any concern. I 
told her plainly and repeatedly, that if fhe died in her prefeni 
fituation, fhe would moft certainly be forever miferable. When 
the neceffity of a change of heart was mentioned, with flrange 
indifference {he wondered what it meant. 

Iam more and more convinced, that plain doérinal preach- 
ing is far better, than that, in which the paflions are chiefly ad- 
drefled. Man is a rational creature, to whom it is proper to 
addrefs truth. Every one fhould know his fituation and char- 
acter by nature ; what he muft be in order to be happy ; and 
by whofe agency alone he can be renewed. If men have cnly 
a general idea, that they are wicked and expofed to punifh- 
ment; that they never did in reality oppofe God; and that 
they fhould be glad to obey and pleafe him, if they could, 

what 




















- 





1805. | 


what will be their ‘conduct? They intend, if they perifh, to 
throw the blame of their deftruction upon God. They are 
willing to come to Chrift upon his own terms, and be faved in 
his way ; but they ftill fear that God will deftroy them ; fo that 
they expect to prove, that God will not be true to his promifes. 
For men to fay, they are willing to be faved, as God would 
have them, and yet to fear, that he will caft them off, is one of 
the higheft and moft daring impeachments of the divine char- 
acter. 2 

Some days fince, I went to vifita young woman, fuppofed 
to be under concern. She appeared to be much affected ; 
and I afked her, if fhe had ever hated and oppofed God. 
* No—l have neglected religion, and been regardlefs of 
Chrift ; but I never really hated God.” Did you never feel 
enmity to his character? “No, not reaf enmity.” Then you 
have always loved God. “Not fo much as I ought.” But if 
you love God, why do you feel anxious? “ For fear I have 
been a great finner.” It is impoffible you fhould have been a 
great finner, if you have never oppofed God ; for fin confifts 
in hating his character, and in oppofing his government. Are 
you in any fear of perifhing ? “ Yes.” But you are in no dan- 
ger, you have nothing to fear, if you love God. He never 
will caft off the righteous; he threatens deftruction to none 
but his enemies ; and as you love him you may reft fecure. 
But after all I fear you deceive yourfelf. The Bible teaches, 
that all hate and oppofe God ; and the reafon you do not feel 
any oppofition to him is, becaufe you are ignorant of his char- 
acter, or becaufe you hope he will have mercy upon you, and 
regard your earneft endeavours to obey him. 

Lalft week I vifited a young lady, who gave a relation of 
her exercifes as follows. ‘I was fenfible, that I hated religion 
and took no delight in Chriftian company, though I knew, that 
religion was very important, and abfolutely neceflary to happi- 
mefs. I was extremely anxious, and difcontented with myfelf ; 
nothing appeared agreeable to me. I continued in this fitua- 
tion till laft Sunday in the morning, when, reading in the Bible 
God’s promife to take from his people the heart of ftone, and 
to give them an heart of flefh, my burden left me, and I felt 
pleafed with the holy charaéer of God. I faw, that he re- 
quired nothing, but what was right; all his ways and works 
feemed good. I knew what the Bible meant, felt as if I loved 
every one, but did not know what was the matter with me in 
feeling fo differently. 1 thought nothing about being faved 
or loft; my happinefs arofe from thinking upon God and his 
commands. I went to public worlhip in » this frame of mind, 
and was exceedingly happy in divine fervice. I began to fear 
my conviction was wearing off, and that God was about te 


leave 
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leave me to go on in my obftinacy. This gave me great anx- 
iety, not becaufe I thought any thing about perifhing, but I 
was afraid to be a finner.” 

| Yours, &c. 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


Revival of Religion in New-Conneitcut. 


S cold waters to a thirfty foul: fo is good news from 2 
far country. This is amply realized in the accounts of 
the remarkable revival of religion in New-Conne@ticut. There 
God, in his providence, has been in an uncommon manner 
building up Zion, and appearing in glory. To declare his 
wondrous works, and make known his mighty aéts among the 
people, is an indifpenfable duty, and an honour due to his glori- 
ous name. It teaches men his character, the glory and variety 
of his works, animates and refrefhes the Chriftian, affords in- 
ftruction to the church in the prefent age, and may be of fpecial 
advantage to future generations. ‘The people emigrated from 
various parts into that uncultivated tract for the fake of farms, 
wealth and worldly good. ‘They were people of various opin- 
ions. Many of them were carelefs, loofe, and vicious people, 
and fome were open and bold infidels. They were thinly fcat- 
tered over a large tract of country, almoft without books, with- 
out {chools, and without teachers, until the Miflionary Society 
of Conneéticut fent miflionaries among them. 

In 1801, the Rev. Jofeph Badger was appointed miffionary 
to them, and has continued his labours among them, in that 
character, until the prefenttime. ‘Toward the clofe of the fame 
year, the Rev. Ezekiel J. Chapman was fent a miffionary to 
New-Connefcticut, as an afliftant to Mr. Badger. On his return 
the Rev. Thomas Robins was fent as a miflionary to the jame 
tract. He went out about midfummer, 1803. Mr. Badger, 
in the term of about fourteen months from the commencement 
of his miflionary labours, vifited every fettlement and almott 
every family in New-Connecticut. The other miffionaries 
were laborious, zealous and faithful. But for nearly three 
years there was no uncommon appearance of a religious nature. 
‘The affairs of fettlement and worldly purfuits appeared almoft 
wholly to engrofs the attention of the people. A {mall church, 
within this period, confifting of about twenty perfons, had been 

gathered 











LIE BAST gS Vaid: Uese irtnahe NASR ag 


























1805. | 


athered at Auftinburg, the members belonging to that, and to 
ieveral of the neighbouring towns. 

In this ftate of things, it pleafed God, in the month of Odo- 
ber, 1803, to begin a very extraordinary work among the peo- 
ple. The attention began among children from fix, to perions 
of fifteen and fixteen years of age. After they had been very 
ferioufly impreffed, and their convitions and . fears increafed, 
they were affeéted with involuntary exercifes, or agitations of 
body. ‘Thefe were fo diflimilar to each other, and in different 
perfons, as to convinee every fpectator, that they could not be 
feigned. It was objected by others that they were children of 
weak and immature minds, and feeble bodies: that people ot 
riper years and judgment would never be wrought upon in 
fuch a manner. But it pleafed God, in the courfe of the work, 
to remove all thofe objections, by bringing the objcctors them- 
felves into fimilar circumftances. Such have been the corvic- 
tions and fears of the firmelt of both fexes, that they have been 
filled with trembling, and been unable to fupport themfelves. 
The work rapidly increafed in Auftinburg and Morgan, and 
foon began to appear in other towns. On the gth of Novem- 
ber, Mr. Badger preached at Morgan to a deeply affected af- 
fembly. When he took his leave of them many gathered 
round him with anxious minds, and were all in tears. In the 
beginning of December he vifited Hartford, and found that, 
within a few weeks, the attention was mightily increafed. Ma- 
ny perfons were fo deeply impreffed at this, and other places, as 
to become as helplefs as children. On the 4th of January, 1804, 
Mr. Badger writes thus, “In this part of the country almotlt 
every one hath feeling and life. I never faw fuch difplays of 
divine power and grace. In Auftinburg and Morgan are one 
hundred and thirty-three fouls: there is but one under twenty, 
and over ten years of age, what is a fubject of deep con- 
cern, or of a comfortable nop 

In the river fettlements, as they are called, there was alfo a 
furprifing alteration. When Mr. Badger preached there in 
Oétober, 1803, he relates, that he imagined them to be the molt 
fiupid people he had ever feen: but when he vilited and 
preached there about the beginning of the year 1804, he re- 
marks that the change was greater than he ever before faw. 
On the 8th of January he preached at Harper’s town, at which 
place the inhabitants of four towns convened for public wor- 
fhip. Though the roads were new and rough, and though a 
wet uncomfortable fnow was falung all the day, yet numbers of 
people from the diftance of twelve miles came to the public wor- 
fhip, and arrived in feafon. Such was their zeal to hear, and fo 
fweet were the words of life. It was hoped that they came not 
invain. It appeared to be a day of God’s power to many, and 
te 
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to fome a day of his mercy. In feveral of the fettlements there 
were wonderful difplays of divine power and grace. Convie- 
tions of fin were clear and powerful, and the apprehenfions of 
the divine difpleafure due to fin were terrible. It is related, that 
at conferences and at other meetings it was enough to penetrate 
the moft obdurate heart, to hear young people, and even chil- 
dren, of eight and ten years of age, bewail their fins, and defert 
of punifhment. One and another would be heard faying, with 
apparent diftrefs and bitternefs of foul, O what a finner Lam! 
O what a fit object of divine wrath! Their diftrefles under 
awakening and conviction were apparently inexpreffible. 
Their joys and comfort on the apprehenfion of the divine glory 
and the way of life by Jefus have alfo been great. It appears 
by the letters received, that the people have been fo deeply im- 
prefled at their conference meetings, in their public affemblies, 
and fometimes in family devotions, that they have not been able 
to keep their feats without the affiftance of others. It is related 
that this at fome times has been the cafe with nearly one half the 
aflembly. Some have been fo overcome and debilitated, that 
after the public exercifes have been concluded, they have not 
been able to return to the places of their refpective abode. Such 
has been the zeal to hear the word, fo great and general the con- 
cern, and fo earneft the inquiry, what fhall we do to be faved, 
that the people appeared as in the days of John the Baptift, 
every man prefling into the kingdom of heaven. Happy in- 
deed has been the apparent acceflion of fouls to the divine 
Saviour. 

After much prayerfulnefs, and the employment of much 
time. in the examination of perfons for church fellowfhip, there 
was on the Lord’s day, June roth, a general meeting of the peo- 
ple from feveral towns in a large barn at Auftinburg, when forty- 
one perfons were admitted to,full communion. Numbers of 
thofe who were now received to™@hurch fellowfhip had never be- 
fore received Chriftian baptifm, but now, upon their profeflion 
of .Chriftianity, were baptized. After their admiflion, the 
Lord’s Supper was adminiftered to fixty-two perfons. Mr. 
Badger obferves upon it, * It was the molt pleafing, folemn fea- 
fon | everfaw. ‘The wildernefs hath bloflomed, the fruit be- 
gins to appear, and the inhabitants begin to lift up their voice 
and fing together.’? The afflembly confifted of one hundred 
and twenty perfons. More than one half were communi- 
cants. | 
Lord’s day, September 2d. Mr. Badger preached at Harper’s 
town, and adminiltered the Lord’s Supper. Before the commu- 
nion a confiderable number of perfons were admitted to the fel- 
lowfhip of the church. Among thefe was one of the principal 


gentlemen in that part of the country, one of the judges of the 
court 
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court and his wife. The Judge was baptized. Thenumber of 
the communicants was thirty three. ‘The communicants in 
general appeared to have {uch a fenfe of the prefence of Chrilt, 
and fuch {weet and joyful communion with him and with each 
other, that obfervations were made upon it to this effect, “ li 
fuch be the communion of the faints in the church militant, 
what will their communion be when they fhall fee the king at 
his table above, and behold him face to face 2” 

Mr. Badger relates, that in the examination of a large num- 
ber of perfons for the communion, “ they appeared with difh- 
dence with refpect to their qualifications. ‘Their feelings were 
thofe of the poor and needy beggar, who has nothing to de- 
mand, but lies at the door of mercy.” 


_~ The revival has been very confiderable at Canfield, fo that a 


church has been gathered and organized there. ‘here are now 
a number ef churches in New-Connectticut, and the facraments 
are adminiftered in places in which they had never before been 
enjoyed. 

In a number of letters from the Rev. Thomas Robins, he no- 
tices this extraordinary work of God, in New-Connecticut. He 
writes that many perfons in the towns of Smithfield and Hart- 
ford were under deep impreflions, and that the effeéts upon their 


bodies were as great as any which he had feen in Pennfyl- 
vania.* 


How 


* In narrating particular works, which are supposed to be the ope- 
rations of God, they ought to be related just as they appear to be; but 
no stress at all is laid of this circumstance, that those under convic- 
tions and awakenings have been attended with great and uncommon 
trembling and agitations of body ; or that they have been overcome 
with joy on apprehensions that God would pardon and save them. Bodily 
exercise, be it what it may, profiteth little. The extraordinary effects on 
the body are no evidence that the work has been genuine, nor is it any 
evidence against it. God may manifest his greatness and glory, his dis- 
pleasure or mercy, in such a measure, as to be insupportable to crea- 
tures. The prophets were astonished, fainted and became as dead 
men under the visions which they had of God! When Habakkuk had a 
vision of the greatness and glory of God, and of his awful judgments, 
his belly trembled, his lips quivered, and rottenness entered into his 
bones. When the psalmist was under conviction of sin, his bones wax- 
ed old through his roaring all the day long, and his moisture was turn- 
ed into the drought of summer. When Belshazzar saw the hand 
writing upon the wall, his countenance was changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees 
smote one against another, The jailor, under a conviction of his sin 
and danger, came trembling and fell down before the apostle Paul, and 
said, What must I do to be saved? Here we find men, both good and 
bad, filled with great fear and trembling. Nothing therefore can be 
determined in favour of the genuineness of the work from this, nor any 
thing against it. Beth hypocrites and saints have great religious joys. 

The 
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How far this work has been genuine can be determined with 
greater certainty hereafter, when its effects fhall be further 
known. But Mr. Badger, when he wrote, obferves, that among 
thofe who had come forward and made a profeffion, none had 
been known to conduét improperly. 

By recent communications it appears that the work is pro- 
grefling in various parts of the wildernefs: that additions were 
making to churches: that the feafons of communion at the 
Lord’s table were uncommonly folemn and refrething. 

In this glorious work God hath thown himielf to be a won- 
dertuily great, high and holy Sovereign. Some have been ta- 
ken, and others left. While fome places have been remarka- 
bly vitited, and the people have been all attention to the con- 
cerns of their fouls, it has been remarked with rei{pect to others, 
that they were as {tupid as the groves in which they lived. 

Who can refrain, on reading thefe accounts, from reflecting 
on the great and wonderful works of Gud? How high his 
ways are above our ways, and his thoughts above our thoughts! 
While men are planting new countries from woridly motives 
only, he directs and governs the whole affair ; and plants the 
wilderne{s, that churches may be gathered unto his Son ; that 
worthip and praife might be paid unto him, from regions which 
were lately the haunts of favage bealts and men; and that he 
may raife up monuments of his fovereign, infinite mercy, who 
fhall forever love, adore, and worfhip him in the heavenly Jeru- 
falem. The Truftees of the Miflionary Society of Connecticut 
fent miffionaries thither, praying and hoping, that they might 
be of fervice to preferve fome remembrance of God, his word, 
Sabbaths and ordinances among the new fettlers, to keep alive 
the almoft dying fpark of religion, and to preferve a holy feed 
in the wildernefs; and behold what the Lord hath wrought! 
What a happy fruit of Miffionary Societies! What an encour- 
agement to them and to miflionaries are fuch confpicuous 
fmiles of Providence on their exertions! How fhould it excite 
the joy and praife of all good people! Rejoice in the Lord, O 
ye righteous ; give thanks unto him, and blefs his name: for 
his mercy endureth forever. 

B. T. 


Connecticut, May 6, 1805. 


The stony ground hearers received the word with joy; but they bear 
no fruit. But the primitive Christians in believing on him whom they 
had not seen, rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full of glory, and they 
bear much fruit. There is therefore no certain ground ef argument, 
er reason of prejudice, for or against a work, on these accounts. 

This matter is discussed with great clearness and judgment by the 
Rev. Jonathan Edwards in hie treatise on Religious Aftections. 
Part. I. 
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ABRAHAM OFFERING HIS ISAAC, 


BY REV. JAMES HERVEY. 


BRAHAM; fays God—Abraham knows the voice. 

He had often heard it with a tranfport of pleafure.— 
Lord, declare thy will, I am all attention, and all obedi- 
ence.—But was he not ftartled ? Was he not horribly amazed ? 
When inftead of fome renewed expreflion of the Divine Favour, 
he received the following orders. Take now thy fon—thy only 


fon—Lfaac—whom thou. loveft—and get thee into the land of Mori 


ah, and offer him there for a burnt-offering, upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of.—Was ever meflage fo alarming? 
Each word more piercing to parental ears, than the keenelt 
dagger to the heart. Every claufe brings an additional load 
of mifery ; till the whole command {wells into the molt accu- 
mulated and aggravated wo. 

Abraham, take thy fonx—Who, but Abraham, could have for- 
bore remonftrating and pleading on fuch an occafion ? 

‘¢ Lord, fhall I lofe my child? Lofe him, almoft as foon as 
1 have received him? Didft thou give him, only to tantalize 
thy fervant? Remember, gracious God, the name he bears. 
How fhall he anfwer its cheering import? How fhall he be a 
fource of fatisfaction to his parents, or the father of many na- 
tions, if thou takeft him away in the midft of his days? 

“‘ If fin lies at the door, let me expiate the guilt. Let thou- 
fands of rams, let every bullock in my ftalls, bleed at thy altar. 
My wealth, bleffled Lord, and all my goods, are nothing in 
comparifon of my Ifaac. Command me to beg my bread; to 
be ftript of all my poffeflions, and I will blefs thy holy name. 
Only let my child, my dear child be fpared. 

“Or if nothing will appeafe thy indignation but human 
blood, let my death be the facrifice. Upon me be the vengeance. 
I am old and grey-headed. The belt of my days are palt, 
and the beft of my fervices done. If this tottering wall tum- 
bles, there will be little, or no caufe for regret. But, if the 
pillar of my houfe, and the foundation of my hopes—if he be 
{natched from me, how fhall I fupport life? or what. good 
will my life do me? O my fon! my fon! would God I might die 

or thee. 

“ 1f it muft be a blooming youth, in the prime of his 


* ftrength, be pleafed, moft merciful God, to fetch it from fome 
fruitful family. There are thofe, who abound in children. 


Children are multiplied unto them, and though many were re- 
moved, yet would their table be full. There are thofe, who 
have flocks and herds; whereas, I have only this one little 
No. 1. Vol. III, E lamb ; 
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lamb ; the folace of my foul, and the ftay of my declining 
years. And thall ¢4is be taken away, while all shoje are left ?” 

Yes, Abraham; it is thy fon, and not another’s, that is 
marked out for the victim.—What diftrefs, had he not been 
dupported by faith, what exquifite diltrefs muft have over- 
wheimed this affectionate parent. How could he retrain from 
crying out, and with a flood of tears ?—* if the decree cannot 
be reverted ; if it mult be the fruit of my own body ; O! that 
Ifhmael, the fon of the hand-maid—How thall 1 {peak it? 
My heart bleeds at the thought ; at the thought even of his 
expiring agonies, and untimely death. :'But as tor Ifaac, the 
fon of my beloved f{poufe, the fon of my old age, the crown of 
all my labours—I thall never furvive iych a lofs.. The blow 
that goes to his heart, mutt be fatal to us both. 

“Yet if he muf die, and there is no remedy ; may he not at 
leait expire by a natural diffolution ? May not fome common 
diftemper unloofe the cords of life, andlay him down gently in 
the tomb? May not his fond mother and myfelf feal his clofin 
eyes, and foften his dying pangs by our tender offices ?’——No, 
Abraham. ‘Thy fon mutt be /flaughtered onthe altar. He fhall 
have no other bed of death, than the pile of hewn wood; no 
other winding-{fheet, than his own clotted blood. The facrifi- 
cing knife, and not any common difeafe, thall bring him to his 
end. And think not to fatisfy thy forrowing fondneis, by pay- 
ing him the lait honours of a decent interment. It is my 
pleaiure, that he be confumed to afhes, and made a durnt-offering. 
So that nothing ihall remain, to be preferved, or embalmed. 
It fhall not be in thy power to {footh thy grief, by reforting to 
his grave, and weeping at his fepulchre, and faying, Here lies 
Lfaac. 

“ But if all muft be executed; God grant, thefe eyes may 
never behold the difmal tragedy i If my Ifaac mult be bound 
hand and foot for the flaughter; if he mult receive the ftcel 
into his bofom ; and welter in his own innocent blood, Heaven 
forbid, that I fhould behold fo killing a fpectacle.” 

Even this mitigation cannot be granted. ‘Thou muft noton- 
ly be an eye-witnefs of his agony, but be the executioner of *thy 
Ifaac. Thy hands mutt lift the deadly weapon; thy hands 
muft point it to the beloved breaft ; thy own hands muft urge 
its way, through the gufhing veins, and fhivering flefh, till it 
be plunged in the throbbing heart. God will not permit the 
work to be done by another. ‘The Father, the Father muit be 
the butcher, 

Is not the wretched Father ftunned and thunderftruck ? 
Does he not ftand fixed in horror, and fpeechlefs with grief ? 
What words can be mournful enough to exprefs his forrows ?— 
Unheard of action! Nature recoils at the dreadful deed. _ 
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fhall he anfwer it to the wife of his bofom, the mother of the 
lovely youth? How can he juftify it to the world? They will 
never be perfuaded that the God of goodnefs can delight in 
cruelty, or authorize fo horrid a deed. Will they not take up 
a taunting proverb, and fay at every turn, “ There goes the 
man, the monfter rather, that has imbrued his hands in his own 
fon’s blood ! This is he that pretends to piety ; and yet could 
be fo favage, as to affaflinate, coolly and deliberately affaflinate 
a good, a duteous, an only child!” Might not thoufands of 
fuch refle@ions crowd into his thoughts, and rack his very foul? 

But God is unchangeable. Pofitive is his word, and mutt 
be obeyed. Obeyed immediately too. ‘Take now thy fon. 
The Lord’s command requireth fpeed. No time is to be loft 
in bidding adieu to his relations, or in fruitlefs fupplications for 
revoking the doom. Nay, cheerfully as well as inftantly muft 
this command be fulfilled. The great Jehovah expetts alacrity 
in his fervice. Prodigious trial indeed! Yet not too great for 
a faith, which the Divine Spirit infufes, and the Divine Spirit 
fuftains. 

The patriarch knew full well, that obedience is no obedience, 
unlefs it be willing and cheerful. Therefore he confults not 
with flefh and blood. He is deaf to the arguings of carnal rea- 
fon, and regards not the yearnings of paternal affection. With- 
out a murmuring word, without amoment’s delay, he fets out 
upon his journey. Not fo much as betraying the leaft uneafi- 
nefs, to alarm his wife ; nor heaving the lealt figh, to furprife 
his attendants. And canft thou, Abraham, canft thou perfift 
in thy purpofe ? Can thy heart firmly refolve, can thy hand 
fteadily execute, this inexpreflibly fevere tafk ? Moft triuraphant 
faith indeed! Defervedly art thou ftyled, The father of the faith- 
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ful. Thy faith is ftronger than all the ties of affection; ftrong- 


er than all the pleas of nature, or all the terrors of death— 
even of a death, in its circumftances, far more dreadful than thy 
own. 

On the. third day, Abraham lifted up his eyes, and beheld afar off 
the appointed place. His fervants are ordered to keep their dif- 
tance; while himfelf, with the fire and the knife in his hands, 
and his fon with the burden of wood on his fhoulders, proceed 
on their way, and afcend the mountain. Mean while the in- 
tended victim, wondering to fee all'thefe preparations made, and 
no proper animal near, afks this pertinent queftion; My father, 
behold the fire and the wood ; but where is the lamb for a burnt of- 


fering ? Sure, this endearing fpeech, which difcovered fuch a 


knowledge of religion, and fuch a concern for its duties, mul 
roufe the father’s anguifh, and fhake his refolution. How can 
he be the death of fo much innocence, and fo much piety ? 
Faith overcomes all difficulties. Unmoved and inflexible, 
the 











36 Abraham offering his Isaac. [ June, 


the prophet replies ; God will provide himfelf a lamb for a burat 
offering, my fon. Methinks, 1 fhudder, as we draw near the 
direful cataftrophe. The altar is built; the wood. laid in or- 
der ; all things gre prepared for the folemn facrifice. And 
now the father addreffes himfelf to the fatal bufinefs. It does 
not appear, that the dutiful and pious youth refifted or gain- 
fayed. He had ftrength enough to oppofe, and {peed enough to 
efcape. But fince his Creator called, he was content to go. 
Neverthelefs, that the work of defliny might be fure, and no 
one circumftance relating to a facrifice omitted, Abraham binds 
his fon. 

I have known a ftubborn malefactor, quite unalarmed, when 
fentenced to the ignominious tree; not at all imprefled with 
all the reprefentations of eternal judgment; yet, when a perfon 
came to meafure him for his coffin, the hardened wretch was 
hard no longer. He ftarted; turned pale; and trembled in 
every joint. Even fuch a circumftance makes no change in 
Abraham. With death at his fide, with death full in his view, 
he is ftill the fame. He meafures his Ifaac; meafures thofe 


limbs, which he had fo frequently and fo tenderly carefled ; and 


if not for the coffin, yet for immediate flaughter.—Having 
bound him, he /ays him upon the altar on the wood, There, now, 
lies Abraham’s joy ; Sarah’s delight; the heir of the promifes. 
There he lies, all meek and refigned, expecting every moment 
the ftroke to fall.—O Parents! Parents! Do not your bowels 
yearn? Is not humanity itfelf diftrefled at the fcene? What 
heart can forbear relenting ? Say, thou who art a father, what 
thinkeft thou of Abraham’s obedience ? Couldft thou have 
acted fuch a part ?—See the father unfheaths the murdering 
blade ; makes bare the innocent bofom; and marks the place, 
where life may find the {peedieit exit. His heart is fixed! He 
ftretches forth his hand ; and now, even now is aiming the mor- 
tal blow—when—rejoice O ye worfhippers of a gracious God ! 
Break forth into finging, ye that are in pain for the tried par- 
ent! The Lord Almighty imterpofes, in this article of extreme 
need. ‘The Angel of the covenant {peaks from heaven, and 
with-holds the willing hand, in the very ac to firike.- God, 
who only intended to manifeft his faith, and make it honoura- 
ble, bids him defift. God applauds his obedience ; fubftitutes 
another facrifice in Ifaac’s ftead 3 renews his covenant with the 
father ; and not only reprieves the lite of the fon, but promifes 
him a numerous and illuitrions iffue. Promifes to make him 
the progenitor of the Mefliah, and thereby a public blefling to 
all the nations of the earth.. 


QUESTIONS 
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To the Editors of the MassacnuserTs Miss10onarny MAGAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


AN anfwer to the following Queftion, will gratify an inquirer 
after truth. 
It is maintained by fome pious divines, that God is the author 


of the evil as well as the holy exercifes of men ; how is this con- 


fiftent, with the falvation of the elect being wholly of free, fov- 
ereign, unmerited grace, and the deftruction of the finner to 
his own wilful impenitency ? 


GENTLEMEN, 


A READER of your Magazine, who is defirous of under- 
ftanding the truths of divine Revelation, wifhes to hear recon- 
ciled, John xii. 40. “ He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened 
their hearts, that they fhould not fee with their eyes, nor under- 
ftand with their hearts, and be converted, and I fhould heal 
them’”—With : Tim. ii. 4, “ Who will have all,men to be 
faved, and come unto the knowledge of the truth. S. 
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ANECDOTE. 
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The following Anecdote is related of the famous Dr. Manton. 


EING appointed to preach before the Lord Mayor, the 

court of aldermen and the companies of the city, the 
Doétor chofe a fubjeét, in which he had an opportunity of dif- 
playing his judgment and learning. He was heard with ad- 
miration and applaufe by the more intelligent part of the audi- 
ence. But as he was returning with the Lord Mayor, a poor 
man following him, pulled him by the fleeve of his gown, and 
afked him if he were the gentleman that preached before the 
Lord Mayor. He anfwered, he was. “ Sir,” fays he, “ I came 
with hopes of getting fome good to my foul, bat I was greatly 
difappointed, for I could not underftand a great deal of what 
you 
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you faid; you were quite above me.” The Doétor replied, 
with tears; “ Friend, if | did not give you a fermon, you have 
given me one ; and by the grace of God 1 will never play the 
tool to preach before my Lord Mayor in fuch a manner again.” 


— @D ee 


POETRY, 
Anfcribed on the Tombftane of a Young Man. 


«GO, fair example of untainted youth, 
Of mildeft wifdom and pacific truth ; 
Compos’d in forrow and in joy fedate, 
Good without noife, without pretenfions great. 
Juft of thy word, in every thought fincere, 
Who knew no wifh but what the world might hear ; 
Of manners foft and unaffected mind, 
Lover of peace and friend of human kind : 
Go live, for heaven’s eternal year is thine ; 
Go and exalt thy mortal to divine.” 


LINES from Haytey. 


“WE pity genius, when its wild career 
Gives faith a wound, or innocence a fear.” 
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Of New Members in the Massacuuserts Misstonarr Societr. 
Marcas Alden Timothy Jewett 
Samuel Archer Amos Pettingill 
Jeremiah Bumttead, jun. Ebenezer Parker 
Charles Curtis Luther Rice 
Rev. Jofeph Chapin Philip Spaulding, jun. 
Rev. Brown Emerfon Deacon Jonathan Stone 
John Greenough, jun. | Jofeph Sewall, ( Bath) 
Afa Humphrey Seth Thayer 
David Holbrook 
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1805, May 27. 
A LIST OF DONATIONS 


To the Massacuusetts Missionary Socistr, from May 27, viz. 


Dis. 
BY a donation from a Female Society in Bofton in 
By do. per Rev. Nath. Emmons, D. D. from his 
Society . - 42 
By do. pr. Rev. Samuel Spring, from his Society 62 
By do. pr. Rev. Elijah Parifh, from his Socity . 15 
By do. pr. Rev. Jacob Norton, from his Society . 23 
By do. pr. Rev. Jacob Norton, from James Hum- 
phrey . . 2 
By do. pr. Rev. Jofeph Emmons, from his Society 36 
By do. pr. Rev. Samuel Auttin, from the 
religious Society in Bath .. . . 16 
By do. pr. Rev. Saml. Worcelter from his Society 83 
do. from a number of ladies of his So- 
ciety . - 86 
By do. pr. Rev. Otis Thompfon from his ‘So- 
ciety . io, wae 
By do. pr. Rev. Jofeph Barker, from do. ih 
By do. pr. Rev. Jonathan Strong = do. 2 49 
By do. from a female of Hollifton. . . ore. 
By do. pr. Rev. John Cleaveland, from his Soci- 
ety 2 - : 11 
By do. pr. Rev. Jonathan Burr, from his Society 12 
By do. Rev. Benjamin Wood, from his Society . 21 
By do. do. from a friend . . oo 
By do. pr. Samuel Torrey, from a friend in Wey- 
meme. o. sbhel’S Sette? 4) 6 oe 
By do. do. do. al 
By do. pr. Rev. Hezekiah May, from two young ~ 
ladies in Marblehead, 5s each . . 10 
By do. pr. Samuel Sewall froma friend . . . 5 
By do. pr. Rev. Samuel Auttin, from his Society 95 
By a gathering at the Old South Meeting . . 97 
By do. pr. Rev. Daniel Hopkins, from his So- 
ae - « 106 28 
By do. froma asiaker of ladies of his 184 
Society . .... a & 
By do. pr. Rev. Thomas Dhcntife faite Mrs. Car- 
oline Bullen . - 
By do. pr. Deacon Thayer, from Rev. Mr. 
Weld’s parifh . Meh Are 25 





Cis. 


20 


20 
70 
ere) 
76 


20 


54 
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By do..pr. Rev. Afahel Huntington from his 
parifh . . - 18 00 
By do. pr. Rev. John Wilder, from his ‘Society 17 00 
By do. pr. Rev. Paul Litchfield do. . . 14 13 
By do. pr. Rev. Jofeph Goffe do. . 20 61 
By do.fromE.P. . . IO 00 
By do. pr. Dr. John Crane from feveral ladies 3 50 
By do. pr. Rev. Peter Sanborn from a widow I 00 
By do. pr. Rev. Jotham Sewall, from the follow- 
places, viz. 
Vaflalborough and adjacent 10 18) 
Canaan eee 9 49 | 
ecm: aghast ; 4 00p 32 67 
Bath . F 7 00 
From Res, Daniel Merril . Ce] 
By do. pr. Nathan Waldo, from a Society in) 
Bennington, Vermont 5 00 
do. Elifha Parith, Efq. Briftol 25 
do. Ogdenburg, St. Law. Co. N.Y. 3 33 
do. Deacon Rice, Marcellus - 1 50¢ 85 8 
do. Union Relig. Socy.in Herkimer 32 00 9 
do. Concord Society, Little Falls 32 oo 
do.. Mrs. Knox, Pembroke, N. H. 25 
do. Society at do. 4 18 
do. Society in Auguita, Ontario Co. 2 37) 
By do. pr. Rev. Samuel Spring, from people in 
Newburyport . 5 27 
By do. pr. David Long from Nathan Patkhart 2 00 
By do. pr. Rev. Samuel Auftin from a Friend) 
to Miffions gcc 50 | 
do. from a Friend to Miffions 50 16 50 
do. from a Lady . 7 00 
do. froma Friend . . 8 50) 
By * do. pr. Rev. Mr. Weld, Seen | a Lady in Brain- 
" tree. I 00 
By do. from the Church and Society i in ‘Uxbridge IO 51 
Total, $1311.62 


N.B. The Donations of the Members of the Cent Inflitution will 


be in the Fuly Magazine. 
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